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Foreword

Lior Tabansky and Isaac Ben-Israel, a chief cyber-strategist for Israel’s government,
have compiled a wonderful piece of work. In their SpringerBrief Cybersecurity in
Israel, they move with ease and elegance from theoretical and historical observa-
tions and insights in the field of strategic cybersecurity to the highly specific cases
of cybersecurity in Israel - certainly one of the most challenging countries in secu-
rity. Tabansky and Ben-Israel show that Israel has done a marvelous job in some of
these areas. It is a small country, but well-resourced and certainly smart in security
matters and, as such, provides a highly interesting case in cybersecurity.

This book successfully illustrates, explains, and analyzes this specific set of
options and conditions in front of the larger backdrop of cybersecurity. Tabansky
and Ben-Israel start with basic illustrations of Israel’s security situation, from its
“Tfisat HaBitachon,” the National Security Concept, to more detailed descriptions
of the Israeli innovation ecosystem and recent developments of Israel’s cybersecu-
rity policy. It includes fields of application such as the civil industry and e-Govern-
ment and the more demanding cases of critical infrastructure protection and military
cyber-defense, providing a unique look at Israel’s offensive forces, their planning,
and their perceptions. They finish with an analytical chapter recapitulating the stra-
tegic process, the lessons learned, the risks, and also the impact of national
culture.

Tabansky’s and Ben-Israel’s SpringerBrief is an excellent achievement and a per-
fect fit for the series. It gives a very rich, interesting, and highly structured account
and can be read as a narrative piece of technology and security history. It illustrates
and provides an example in how to apply insights and options in cybersecurity to a
more unique case. It entails so many inside views from processes and steps that
theoreticians and practitioners alike will greatly enjoy this book and benefit from it.

I thank the authors for this great addition to our series. They provide great value.

APril 2015 Sandro Gaycken
ESMT Berlin
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