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Technocrime, Policing and Surveillance is a well constructed volume which 
explodes the myths and explores the complexities of this emergent, illusive and 
compelling area. Rich in empirical detail and punctuated with well judged con­
ceptual and practical discussions, it is a valuable addition to the burgeoning liter­
atures on surveillance studies and criminology.

Dr. Kirstie Ball, Reader in Surveillance and 
Organisation at the Open University.

In our highly technologized societies, with their intense preoccupations with 
security and crime, policing and the fight against crime are at the centre of a 
number of rapidly converging, both fascinating and worrying developments, 
potentially affecting us all. Technocrime, Policing and Surveillance offers a 
range of perspectives and topics indispensible for assessing the fears and hopes 
surrounding these developments, separating mundane fact from media hype and 
fiction, while keeping a firm eye on those changes that do matter deeply. A timely 
must-read for anyone with a professional, academic or political interest in the 
intricate interconnections between technology, society, and contemporary prac­
tices of surveillance.

Irma van der Ploeg, Professor o f Infonomics and New Media 
at Zuyd University o f Applied Sciences, the Netherlands.

A most welcome nifty little volume bringing some conceptual rigor and fresh 
empirical insights to the emerging fields of techno-policing and techno-crime.

Gary T. Marx, Professor Emeritus o f Sociology 
at the Massachusetts Institute o f Technology.

It is increasingly difficult to find forms of crime and crime control that do not 
involve computers in some way. The book Technocrime, Policing and Surveil­
lance provides fascinating insights into the dynamic and often unsettling world of 
‘technocrime,’ which will be of interest to anyone wanting to learn about new, 
exciting and sometimes unsettling developments in crime and crime control.

Kevin D. Haggerty, Professor o f Sociology and Criminology, 
University o f Alberta, Editor, Canadian Journal o f Sociology.





Technocrime, Policing and 
Surveillance

The growth of technology allows us to imagine entirely new ways of commit­
ting, combating and thinking about criminality, criminals, police, courts, victims 
and citizens. Technology offers not only new tools for committing and fighting 
crime, but new ways to look for, unveil, label crimes and new ways to know, 
watch, prosecute and punish criminals. This book attempts to disentangle the 
realities, the myths, the politics, the theories and the practices of our new, 
technology-assisted era of crime and policing.

Technocrime, Policing and Sun’eillance explores new areas of technocrime 
and technopolicing, such as credit card fraud, the use of DNA and fingerprint 
databases, the work of media in creating new crimes and new criminals, as well 
as the ‘proper’ way of doing policing, and the everyday work of police investi­
gators and intelligence officers, as seen through their own eyes. These chapters 
offer new avenues for studying technology, crime and control, through innovat- 
lve social science methodologies.

This book builds on the work of Leman-Langlois’ last book Technocrime, 
and brings together fresh perspectives from eminent scholars to consider how 
°ur relationship with technology and institutions of social control are being 
reframed, with particular emphasis on policing and surveillance. Technocrime, 
Policing and Surveillance will be of interest to those studying criminal justice, 
Policing and the sociology of surveillance as well as practitioners involved with 
the legal aspects of law enforcement technologies, domestic security government 
departments and consumer advocacy groups.

Stephane Leman-Langlois holds the Canada Research Chair on Surveillance 
and the Social Construction of Risk and is Professor of Criminology at the Laval 
University School of Social Work.
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