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“ In Privacy in a Cyber Age, Amitai Etzioni opens a new digital page in the baffled privacy 
discourse, and insists that America rethink the concept of privacy. Etzioni scrutinizes privacy 
law and practice through a liberal communitarian lens, calling for a careful balance of 
individual rights and the common good. The book weaves together theory and practice, law 
and society, resulting in a rich, thoughtful, much-needed cyber-age privacy doctrine.”

—Michael Birnhack, Professor of Law, Tel Aviv University, Israel

"Privacy is not dead but needs to be reimagined. This is the core takeaway from Amitai 
Etzioni's provocative book, Privacy in a Cyber Age. Highlighting the limits of mainstream 
privacy rules based on a 'reasonable expectation,' Etzioni pushes us to rethink our 
understanding of privacy in a digital age. He stresses the need to balance concerns such as 
the sensitivity, volume, and exchange of collected information. The book wilt have a wide 
audience from academics to policy makers committed to building a free digital society."

—Abraham Newman, Associate Professor, Edmund A. Walsh 
School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University, USA

The advent of the cyber age has fundamentally reduced our ability to protect our privacy: 
the main threat is no longer the extent of the personal information that is collected by 

various surveillance systems of the government (or corporations)—but how the information 
is used. Once collected, information can very often be accessed and misused by anyone in the 
world. This book lays out the foundations for a privacy doctrine suitable to the cyber age and 
examines the implications of the ready availability of personal information to corporations 
and major federal agencies.

Amitai Etzioni is University Professor at The George Washington University, USA. He 
previously served as Senior Advisor to the Carter White House; taught at Columbia 
University, Harvard University, and the University of California at Berkeley, USA; and served 
as the President of the American Sociological Association. In 2001, he was named among the 
top 100 American intellectuals as measured by academic citations in Richard Posner's book, 
Public Intellectuals (2002). He is author of numerous books, including The Moral Dimension 
(1990) and My Brother's Keeper (2003).

palgrave
macmillan

ISBN 978-1-349-70288-6

Cover image © 501452/Thinkstock 

Cover design by Will Speed

9781349702886


